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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Weng 
(US PAT No. 6,512,820). 

Weng discloses an external bilateral telephone interface remote control system 
as claimed. Weng's system comprising an external remote control host (e.g. mainframe 
1 0 see Fig. 2) for connecting to the telephone line (e.g. 1 1 8) and an output to an 
external remote control extension (e.g. signal converter 30, sensing signal emitter 70 
and special controller 60) for forming a remote control network as to control the wire or 
wireless switch via a phone. The external host 10 comprises a phone interface 
processing unit 1 12, a memory 110, processing unit 102, display unit 1 16, RF wireless 
transceiving unit 104, 106 (e.g. see Fig. 1); the external remote control extension further 
comprising a feedback module 70, processing unit 302 (Fig. 3), RF wireless 
transceiving unit 304, 704, a switch driving module (e.g. special controller 60) adapted 
for turning on or off the wire or wireless switch, an address encoding unit 608 (e.g. Fig. 
5). See abstract, all figures, col. 2 line 42 to col. 5 line 9 for example. 

As to claim 2, note power supply and backup power source 126 in Weng. 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

* 

4. Claims 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Weng. 
As to claim 3, although Weng does not explicitly disclose a keyboard, however 

Weng in col. 3 lines 53-55 discloses an I/O expansion circuit 126 for connected to other 
devices. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Weng's I/O circuit to couple to a keyboard for 
programming purposes and the like. 

As to claim 4, to provide additional external remote control extension units is 
deem obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
control additional devices and also since duplication of parts is not patentable. 

As to claim 5, it is common knowledge that all electronic devices require some 
sort of power supply, thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the external remote control extension to comprise a power source similar to 
that of the mainframe host 10 in order to power the extension unit. 

As to claim 6, to provide the external remote control extension with a keyboard 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide for programming of the extension unit 
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5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Weng in view 
of Leonaggeo et al (US PAT. NO. 5,646,605). 

Weng differs from the claimed invention in not disclosing a motor, sensing unit for 
activating a lock. However, it is old and well known in the art to use a telephone to 
remotely activate a lock, for example see Leonaggeo's abstract, all figures. Leonaggeo 
teaches a remote controlled lock that senses for lock activating commands sent via the 
telephone line, Yamashita also teaches the lock can be an electric motor lock (e.g. col. 
1 1 line 40-45). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Weng to comprise means for remotely activating 
locks for conveniently locking an unlocking the remote controlled lock. 

6. Claims 8-18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. Claims 19-22 are allowed. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yasuoka et al (US PAT. NO. 4,885,766) discloses a remote control device using 
a telephone line. 
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Johannsen et al (US PAT. NO. 5,774,529) discloses an apparatus to provide 
remote display of the operation condition of a water treatment system. 

Sizer, II et al (US PAT. NO. 6,021 ,324) discloses a system and apparatus for 
controlling an appliance situated within a premise using premise recording unit. 

Hansen et al (US PAT. NO. 4,436,958) discloses a system using the telephone 
network to control locks. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wing F. Chan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7493. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). y _ s ^ ^ 
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